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SIPP, CPS ASEC, and ACS

SIPP:  Survey on Income and Program Participation
94,000 people in Wave 6 (2009)

Longitudinal - month to month information

Regional Estimates

Purpose: measure program participation  (early 1980’s)

CPS ASEC:  Annual Social and Economic Supplement to the Current Population Survey

100,000 addresses (210,000 people in 2009)

Cross-section

State estimates, but should combine years

Purpose: measure unemployment (mid-1940’s)

ACS:  American Community Survey
3 million addresses

Cross-section

State and sub-state estimate

Purpose: replace the decennial Census sample data (i.e., the long form) 
with a 5 year ACS estimate
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SIPP

Access to Care

Utilization of health services

Affordability of Care

Out-of-pocket spending for premiums and other 

medical related items

Health status and disability

Can create a Health Insurance Unit based 
on private coverage information
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SIPP

Why are you uninsured?

1) Too expensive

2) Not offered by employer

3) Not at job long enough to 

qualify

4)Job Loss

5)Haven’t needed

Etc......

Expanded question for Re-
Engineered SIPP:

Why don’t you have

• Employer-provided 

coverage?

– Ex. Traded for other benefits 
or cash

• Direct-purchase coverage?

– Ex. Pre-existing conditions

• Public coverage?

– Ex. Denied or not Eligible
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CPS ASEC
Affordable care information was introduced last 

year

***Does not have access to care information

Health status and disability

Can create a Health Insurance Unit based on 
private coverage information

Type of health insurance coverage from 1987
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Affordable Care

SIPP vs CPS ASEC

2010 CPS 

ASEC

2004 

SIPP

Avg Avg

Family Premium Spending

   Family premium spending§ (2009 $) 1,505 1,525 -19.29

   Family premium spending=$0 (%) 45.41 43.48 1.94 **

Family Non-Premium Spending

   Family non-premium spending§ (2009 $) 1,480 1,521 -41.76

   Family non-premium spending=$0 (%) 29.18 26.65 2.53 **

CPS-SIPP

∆ Avg
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Source: Caswell and O’Hara 2010



Non-Premium Medical Out-of-Pocket 

Expenditures for All Children by State
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Smith & O’Hara 2011



ACS

Has health insurance type for the past 3 years

Disability

Does not have
Health Status

Affordable care or access to care variables

Owner/dependent on a private health insurance 
plan
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Blumenthal & O’Hara 2011



ACS Brief
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Contact information

Brett O’Hara

(301) 763-3196

Brian.j.ohara@census.gov

Referenced papers are on the Health Insurance 
Website

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/publications/
working.html
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