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 What is an ACS Data User Group?

 PRB and Sabre Systems establishing the group in 

partnership with U.S. Census Bureau

 Goal is to help data users communicate with each 

other about key ACS data issues and applications

 A 13-member Steering Committee formed to help 

guide the selection of topics and activities

 Membership is free and open to all ACS data 

users
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 Why do we need an ACS Data Users Group?

 Complex survey, always changing

 Widely used by diverse group of data users, 

many working in isolation

 Unmet need related to ACS data and issues

• Over 100 applications for Steering Committee 

representing broad range of data users

• Over 900 responses to PRB online survey 

requesting input on ACS topics and activities
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ACS Data User Survey

 Topics included

 Level of ACS knowledge

 Frequency of ACS data use

 Key ACS data issues

 Interest in joining ACS Data Users Group

 Interest in participating in webinars, annual 

conference, and online community

 Results helping guide topics and activities
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 Planned Activities Include:

 Webinars on ACS data issues and 

applications

 Organized sessions at professional meetings 

 Website and Online Community

• Website is live

• Online Community launch later this month 

 Annual ACS Data Users Conference

• First in Washington, DC on May 29-30, 2014
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 Webinars

 ACS Data for Small Geographic Areas and 

Population Subgroups, July 2013 

 Tutorial on the ACS Data Users Group online 

community (Beginner, Intermediate, Expert),  

October 2013 

 Using the ACS to look at trends over time 

(Intermediate/Advanced), October 2013 

 Understanding and using ACS multiyear estimates 

(Beginner/Intermediate), December 2013 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/950432681
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 Future Webinar Topics (Tentative)

 ACS Basics

 Accessing ACS data through American 

FactFinder

 Accessing ACS Summary Files through the 

Census Bureau’s FTP site

 Levels of geography available from the ACS
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 Future Webinar Topics (Tentative)

 Understanding margins of error and approaches to 

evaluating the precision of ACS estimates

 Strategies to improve the precision of ACS estimates 

(aggregating geographies or collapsing categories) 

 Accessing and choosing between ACS data 

products

 Communicating and displaying information about 

margins of error in the ACS
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 Organized Sessions at Conferences

 Association of Public Data Users (Sept. 2013)

• Plenary Session

• Breakout Session on ACS Online Community and 

Data Users Conference

 Southern Demographic Association (Oct. 2013)

• Panel on ACS Data Users Group and Innovative 

Applications of the ACS
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 Conference Sessions Pending

 Population Association of America (May 2014)

• Invited Session submitted

• Talking with Committee on Population Statistics 

about collaborating on half-day workshop

 Association of American Geographers

 Joint Statistical Meetings

 Rural Sociological Society





http://www.acsdatausers.org 
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 ACS DATA USERS CONFERENCE

 May 29-30, 2014

 Washington, DC

 Holiday Inn Capitol

 More details later this fall
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 For More Information

 Visit ACS Data Users Group website

(http://www.acsdatausers.org )

 Contact 

Linda Jacobsen

ljacobsen@prb.org

Mark Mather

mmather@prb.org

http://www.acsdatausers.org/
mailto:ljacobsen@prb.org
mailto:mmather@prb.org

