
State Health Facts and Federal Data  

Rachel Licata 

Senior Policy Analyst 

Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured 

for 

Association of Public Data Users 2012 Annual Conference 

Washington, DC 

September 13, 2012 



FIGURE 1 

The Kaiser Family Foundation 

• Established in 1948 by Henry J. Kaiser 

• Non-profit and non-partisan, private operating foundation 
dedicated to providing information and analysis on health 
care issues to policymakers, the media, the health care 
community, and the general public 

• Producer of policy analysis and research 

• Clearinghouse of news and information for the health policy 
community 

• Not associated with Kaiser Permanente or Kaiser Industries 

 



FIGURE 2 

Statehealthfacts.org 

• Over 800 topics in 12 categories  

• 50 States + DC, US, and territories 

• Updated continuously  

• Categories range from 
“Demographics & the Economy” 
to “Health Reform” 

• Data pulled from government and 
non-government national data 
sources, contracted data sources, 
and KFF reports 

• Top government agencies: Census 
Bureau, CDC, AHRQ, CMS, BLS 

 

 



FIGURE 3 

Statehealthfacts.org, continued 

• Download data into Excel by 
topic 

• Download and print maps 

• Trend data over time, where 
available 

• View data by state or across 
states 

• Compare two states or a 
state to the US 

• Sort and rank states 

• Mobile site 

 



FIGURE 4 

Federal Sources of Data 

• Current Population Survey 
(Census Bureau) 

– About 80 topics, mainly on health 
insurance coverage 

– Cuts by age, gender, employment 
status, race/ethnicity, and income 

• MEPS (AHRQ) 
– Firms offering coverage and premium 

contributions 

• BRFSS (CDC) 
– Health status and healthy behavior 

topics 

• Medicaid Data(CMS) 
– CMS-64 and MSIS 

– Medicaid enrollment and spending 

• Medicare  Data (CMS) 
– Statistical Supplement, MA Landscape 

Source File 

– Medicare enrollment, service use, and 
spending 

• Other Federal  
– Births, deaths, disease prevalence 

– National health expenditures 

– Food stamps  

– Unemployment 

– Health care workforce 
 

 



FIGURE 5 

Most Viewed Topics Since 2009 

• Total Medicare beneficiaries 

• Total Medicaid Spending 

• Population by Race/Ethnicity 

• Poverty Rate by Race/Ethnicity 

• Health Insurance Coverage of the Total Population 

• Health Insurance Exchange Monitor 

• Deaths due to injury by firearms 

• Teen birthrate 
 

 



FIGURE 6 

Users of State Health Facts 

• Students and academics 

• Consumers 

• State officials 

• Federal officials 

• Stakeholders 

• Private Sector 

 
 

 



FIGURE 7 

Health Reform and State Health Facts 

• Data analysis corresponds to 
current health policy 

– Example: Health insurance 
coverage by income 

– Health Insurance Units 

– Hierarchy of coverage 

• Category on Health Reform  

• Grants 

• Rate Review, MLR Rebates, Part D 



FIGURE 8 

Limitations of Data 

• Survey data 

• Sample size issues 

• Different results for similar 
questions (ACS v. CPS) 

• Ability to trend over time 

• Not all states are available  

• Timing of surveys 

 
 



FIGURE 9 

Looking forward 

• Redesign of KFF and statehealthfacts.org 
– User friendly 

– Search and topic integration 

– Sub-state data 

– Create tables and reports 

– Infographics and interactive tools  

• Wish lists for federal data 
– Timely data 

– Sub-state data that includes both insurance coverage and other indicators 

– The ability to trend  

 



FIGURE 10 

Analysis at KFF  



FIGURE 11 

Other KFF Resources 

• Medicare Health and 
Prescription Drug Plan Tracker 

• Medicaid Benefits Database 

• Kaiser Slides 

• Kaiser EDU 

• Health Reform Source 

• Global Health Facts 

 

 
 



FIGURE 12 

Questions? 

Email:  Rachell@kff.org 

Phone:  (202) 347-5270 
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