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Data without Context is Dead

�Give data context by topic 

area

�Organize data to reveal 

important patterns

�Use complementary data 

to flesh out a portrait

�Turn data into actionable 

information



Turn of the Century

�Books of statistical 
tables that analysts 
transcribe from

�1970s statistical 
software developed for 
downloading data sets 
(SPSS 1970, SAS 1976)

�Web pages of statistical 
tables that analysts can 
copy from

�Analysts working alone 
or in small groups



�TheDataWeb is a network of public and private 
databases--a virtual data warehouse on the 
Internet.

�DataFerrett is a web browser that searches 
TheDataWeb and allows analysts to recode 
variables, add calculations and create custom 
tables.

�HotReports use DataFerrett to retrieve data from 
TheDataWeb to produce interactive web pages 
with custom tables, maps, graphs and text.

The Census Bureau’s 

Breakthrough Technologies



Internet Technology Tends 
towards Sharing…

�Frameworks, 

networks, and toolsets

�Social statistical 

networks with public and 

private input

�Snap-in components 

for viewing and 

discussing data
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The Internet is the Silk; 
Metadata is the Spider

�Translates 

programming 

languages

�Defines locations 

�Identifies dataset 

variables 

�Sets usage rules 

across independent 

databases



TheDataWeb DefinedTheDataWeb Defined

An infrastructure for linking different 
databases into a single virtual data 
warehouse that supports different…

�vendors

�file structures

�data types

�file security models



DataFerrett: 
TheDataWeb Browser 
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DataFerrett Features

�Data manipulation 

and variable recoding

�Frequencies,cross-

and multi- dimension 

(nested) tabulations

�Spreadsheet formulas

�Mapping & graphing

�Publishing to HTML 

and PDF
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HotReports MASHUPS
Custom, Interactive, Web-based

�Target issues

�Target audiences

�Reuse data

�Built-in statistical   

intelligence

�Reference data

�Intuitive interface



Elements of HotReportsElements of HotReports

TABLES

MAPS

DYNAMICALLY 

UPDATED TEXT

CHARTS/GRAPHS



Community HotReports for 
Economic Development

Community HotReports for 
Economic Development



HotReport: Community CharacteristicsHotReport: Community Characteristics

County Level Baseline 

�Workforce, Income, 

Employment & Education 

�Unemployment Rate

�Age Pyramid

�Population

Topics

�Economics

�Demographics

�Housing

�Transportation

�Community Assets



HotReport: Housing CharacteristicsHotReport: Housing Characteristics



Integrating Information for 
Emergency Response

Integrating Information for 
Emergency Response



Sampling of DataFerrett
Agencies

Sampling of DataFerrett
Agencies

�Australian Bureau of Statistics   

(National Data Network)

�Harvard University (Virtual Data Center)

�Centers for Disease Control 

(Environmental Health Network)

�Bureau of Labor Statistics

�National Center for Health Statistics



Contact UsContact Us

http://thedataweb.org
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