
Public data
The awesomest trend in government since democracy
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Each of the points 
on this map 
represents a 
foreclosure in the 
Chicago area. This is 
the story of one of 
them. 

Friday, September 23, 2011



Friday, September 23, 2011



Friday, September 23, 2011



There are 312 million dots. 
Each dot is a story.
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Fun!
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Public data: Private jobs
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Public data: Private innovation
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Mayor Emanuel and 
@mayoremanuel
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Not just Government. Not just U.S.
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“One of the best roles of 
government is to collect 
good information. Good 
information enables us to 
make much better decisions 
and optimize ourselves.” 
Richard Florida 
Senior Editor at The Atlantic, and Director of the Martin Prosperity 
Institute at the University of Toronto's Rotman School of 
Management, author of The Creative Class and The Great Reset.
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Citizens as Sensors
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Citizens as First responders

CrisisCamp	  participants	  help	  coordinate	  relief	  efforts	  during	  natural	  disasters
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Citizens as Participants

Philadelphia	  solicits	  opinions	  on	  the	  Public	  Data	  the	  public	  Wants
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Big Ideas: Small towns

A	  311-‐style	  app	  for	  Manor,	  Texas.	  Population:	  1,500
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Citizens as Data Collectors

A	  smart	  fridge:	  Senses	  and	  reports	  on	  its	  contents

Friday, September 23, 2011



Friday, September 23, 2011



Public Data: Goals

• Public Data = Creative jobs

• As data providers, listen to your users
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Matt Carmichael
mcarmichael@adage.com

http://demographer.us
@mcarmichael and @adagestat
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