
 
 
 
 

 
C O N S T A N C E  P O T T E R  

N A T I O N A L  A R C H I V E S  

Introduction  
to the 1940 Census 



 

Release  

of the  

Census 



 

New  

Questions  

on the 

Census 



 The instructions are 
guidelines; they were 
not always followed 

Instructions to the Enumerator 



Abridged Instructions to the Enumerators 

 

 Not just a shorter version of the earlier instructions 
but includes additional information 

 

 Page 61: missed the day of the census 

 

 Page 81: transients 

 



Place of Abode:  Columns 1-6 



Person Giving the Information: Column 7 



Boll Wevil 





Who gave the informaton 



Race, etc. Column 10 





Highest Grade of School Completed: Column 14 







Citizenship of Foreign Born: Column 16 



Where did you live on April 1, 1935: Columns 17-19 



Moses Zucker 

 







Mojsze Cikier 

 



Internal Migration 



 

http://www.weru.ksu.edu/new_weru/multimedia/dustbowl/big/dust103.gif




Employment Status: Columns 21-33 



Emergency Public Works: Column 22 



Not Working: Column 25 

  

 

H-Housework 

U-Unable to work 

 S-Student 

Ot-Other 



Employment Status: Columns 26-29 



Class of Worker: Column 30 

 

 PW  Wage or salary worker in private work 

 GW  Wage or salary worker in government      
   work 

 E  Employer 

 OA  Work on own account 

 NP  Unpaid family worker 

 NW  New Worker 



Income in 1939: Columns 32 and 33 

 





Supplemental Schedules: Columns 35-50 



Place of birth of parents 

 

 Only on the supplemental schedule 



Veterans 

 W    World War 

 S      Spanish-American War; Philippine     
 Insurrection; or Boxer Rebellion 

 SW  Spanish-American War & World War 

 R      Regular Establishment (Army, Navy, or Marine 
 Corps) peacetime service only 

 Ot Other war or expedition 

 



Social Security and Railroad Retirement 

 

 Does the person have a social security number? Does 
not ask what that number is. 

 

 Were deductions for the social security or the 
railroad retirement board taken out in 1939? 



Usual Occupation 

 

 What is your usual occupation and industry? 



Class of worker 

 
 PW  Wage or salary worker in private work 

 
 GW  Wage of salary worker in government   

  work 
 

 E  Employer 
 

 OA  Work on own account 
 

 NP  Unpaid family worker 
 

 NW  New Worker 
 



Women and birth rate 



Territories and Possessions 

 

 Alaska 

 American Samoa 

 Guam 

 Hawaii 

 Panama Canal Zone 

 Virgin Islands (U.S.) 

 Puerto Rico (the only schedule in Spanish) 

 

 



Census of  

Housing 



 

Agricultural 

Census 



Preparing for the Census 



 

Enumeration  

District 

Descriptions 

& 

Maps  





Enumerations District Descriptions: T1224 





T1224 



T1224 

 



Steve Morse.org 





 The National Archives has partnered with 
FamilySearch.org on the 1940 US Census 
Community Project to create a name index for the 
census.  Go to http://1940census.com to learn 
about how you can volunteer to help create an every-
name searchable index for the 1940 Census. When 
done, this index will be available free on our website. 
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1940 Information at Your Fingertips! 

 Search:  http://1940Census.archives.gov for the schedules 

 

 Email: 1940Census@nara.gov for questions 

 

 Subscribe to NARAtions Blog posts: 

blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/?cat=163 

 

 Follow the 1940 Census on Twitter using hashtag #1940Census 
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